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DIVISION 13:  AGRICULTURE AND FOOD - 

[Supplementary Information No A48.] 
Question:  Mr G. Snook asked for a breakdown of the $126.5m expenditure (including approved funds for the 
coming year) for the Department’s new headquarters and Biosecurity facility at Murdoch University. 

Answer:  The proposed Department of Agriculture and Food (DAFWA) Headquarters and Biosecurity relocation 
to Murdoch University is currently funded at $126.5m, cash flowed as follows: 

 
 Total 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 

 $ 000’s $ 000’s $ 000’s $ 000’s $ 000’s $’000’s $’000’s $’000’s 

  Actual Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated 

Headquarters 
and Biosecurity 

126,515 204 1,026 3,350 1,000 14,746 60,263 45,926 

[Supplementary Information No A49.] 
Question:  Mr G. Snook asked if the DAFWA will become an authority or if legislation will provide the capacity 
for the department to become an authority. 

Answer:  The Department of Agriculture and Food will not become “an authority” and the proposed new 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management (BAM) legislation does not provide the capacity for the Department to 
become an authority. 
The BAM Bill will establish a body corporate to be known as the Western Australian Agriculture Authority, the 
purpose of which is to “further and promote the best interests of biosecurity and agriculture management”.  A 
body corporate is required because experience has shown that there are aspects of the work of the Agriculture 
portfolio where the ability to act through a corporate legal entity is required; full participation in Co-operative 
Research Centres is one example.  The body corporate will be known as the “Agriculture Authority” to avoid the 
confusion that can arise when corporate status resides in a Minister or a Chief Executive Officer who will, 
therefore, sometimes be acting as the body corporate and at other times be acting in their individual capacity as a 
Minister of State or Chief Executive Officer. 

The Agriculture Authority will be an agent of the Crown and will be governed by the Minister.  Things done by 
the Authority will be regarded as services under the control of the Department for the purposes of reporting 
under the Financial Management Act 2006; however the Department will not actually be (or become) the 
Authority and the Authority will not be exercising any of the normal day to day functions of the Department.  

[Supplementary Information No A50.] 

Question:  Mr P.D. Omodei asked the assembly about: 

1. The status of bedstraw in Western Australia, including number of farms that have been declared 
quarantined;  

2. The amount of compensation paid to farmers; 

3. Whether the Government intends to buy out farmers; and  

4. Whether the compensation will continue or expand. 

Answer:   

1. Bedstraw (Galium tricornutum) is a Declared Plant in Western Australia under the Agriculture and 
Related Resources Protection Act 1976.  Since late 2001, bedstraw has been found on three farms and 
part of the Department of Agriculture and Food’s Mount Barker Research Station.  All sites are 
currently in quarantine for this weed while eradication measures are in progress. The total area affected 
by the weed is 502ha. Eradication measures are successfully reducing the density and distribution of the 
weed at these sites. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 24 May 2007] 

 p550b-551a 
Mr Gary Snook; Mr Paul Omodei 

 [2] 

2. Reimbursement totalling $312,000 has been paid to one farmer in late 2006 for losses suffered and 
additional expenses incurred as a result of the measures taken to eradicate and contain bedstraw on his 
property.  

3. The Government has no intention of purchasing the affected farms. 

4. Further minor claims are anticipated from the one farmer to whom re-imbursement was paid, but any 
further claims will first be assessed by the Bedstraw Consultative Committee, which is an industry-
based committee comprising members from WAFarmers and the Pastoralists and Graziers Association.  
Negotiations are being conducted with the grains industry towards the provision of industry funds to 
recompense quarantined landholders in the future. 

The direct costs of herbicides and contract spraying and monitoring of paddocks to eradicate bedstraw 
are paid for by the Department.  It is anticipated that industry will take over these payments when 
funding arrangements are put in place in the future. 

 


